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in this edition, is fast becoming a 

national leader in the AV arena 

based on many factors, from 

legislative priorities to outstanding 

infrastructure to levels of tourists.
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Partnering: It’s the AV Way

Rob Palmer, AICP, CTL

P
artnering, whether surrounding joint ventures in the private 

sector or public-private partnerships for everything from toll 

roads to public buildings to water systems, is becoming more of 

the norm these days. For the emerging, fast-paced area of autonomous 

or automated vehicles is concerned, partnering is a must-have more 

than an option. 

Why? The introduction of new models of automobiles, 

buses, semi-trucks and the like do not require the involvement 

of infrastructure providers like departments of transportation or 

municipal public works. However, when you talk about autonomous 

or automated driving on public roads where Vehicle-to-Infrastructure 

(V2I) communication is required, a partnership must exist.

Florida, as noted in other articles in this edition, is fast becoming a 

national leader in the AV arena based on many factors, from legislative 

priorities to outstanding infrastructure to levels of tourists. Just as 

important is the emphasis Florida has taken regarding open dialogues 

and promoting collaboration between public and private sectors. 

Several examples of these partnerships are highlighted below.

Chambers of Commerce 
The Florida Chamber of Commerce, through Autonomous 

Florida 

and information exchange opportunities with webinars and its 

Autonomous-Florida.com website. Its membership spans many 
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industry sectors with a lineup that includes 
Disney, FPL, AT&T and 

HNTB. It’s this diverse membership that 

facilitates partnering. 

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 

through its Chamber Technology 

Engagement Center (C_TEC) is covering 

autonomous vehicles, including testifying 

Administration, and has participated in 

events in Florida. 

“C_TEC plays a unique role in the 

autonomous vehicle debate by providing 

community, with stakeholders ranging from 

insurers, automakers, tech companies, and 

telecommunications providers, on the need 

to guarantee a consistent and pro-innovation 

approach to regulate the deployment of 

autonomous vehicles,” said U.S. Chamber 

of Commerce Executive Vice President Tim 

Day.

In May, the U.S. Chamber participated 

in the How Automation Moves Cities 

event organized by the JAXChamber, 

which included a workshop at RS&H’s 

headquarters in Jacksonville. State 

Senator Jeff Brandes (District 24) joined 

Autonomous Tomorrow co-founder Grayson 

Brulte, as well as Voyage General Manager 

Dr. Dean Bushey, formerly of Florida 

Polytechnic University, to look toward the 

future of the AV industry.

Transportation Agencies
The Florida Department of 

Transportation (FDOT) has provided great 

leadership for several years that has enabled 

both public sector and private parties to gain 

footing with the autonomous/automated 

movement. The continued support and 

attendance of the Florida Automated Vehicle 

Summit – the sixth annual summit occurred 

in December in Tampa – has been a huge 

success for attracting industry and public 

sector leaders. 

The Tampa-Hillsborough Expressway 

Authority (THEA) has hosted the 

past three summits and has attracted 

national and international participants. 

Additionally, THEA again hosted an 

autonomous/automated event in May to 

include demonstrations and ride-alongs in 

autonomous vehicles for interested public 

leaders and more importantly, the general 

public.

The Jacksonville Transportation 

Authority (JTA) has forwarded the AV 

movement on a couple of fronts, including 

the study to re-create the Skyway monorail 

system Downtown by replacing the current 

elevated track vehicles with AVs so that 

The Florida Department of Transportation 

(FDOT) has provided great leadership for several 

years that has enabled both public sector 

and private parties to gain footing with the 

autonomous/automated movement.
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expansions can be accommodated at-grade 

along city streets and reach expanded service 

areas. 

JTA has hosted autonomous/automated 

vehicle vendors to run along a test track area 

near the Jacksonville Jaguars’ stadium and 

along the St. Johns River. Other communities, 

including Gainesville, Tampa, Orlando and 

Miami, are also looking at implementing AVs 

in various fashions and applications. 

include the Babcock Ranch in Southwest 

Florida, which recently hosted the Florida 

Chamber’s 2018 Growth & Infrastructure 

Summit. The Summit included three days of 

demonstrations of autonomous/automated 

vehicles, similar to the Tampa event in May, 

where both general public and political 

leaders were able to take physical rides. SAE 

International conducted pre- and post-ride 

surveys to gain a better understanding of 

attitudes, concerns and even excitement about 

the riders’ journeys.  

Education Institutions 
As with any emerging industry, it is 

important that the needs of the industry are 

fully understood and addressed in order for 

businesses to trust their needs can be met. 

Clearly, Florida’s institutions understand the 

opportunity and are up to the challenge. 

It’s no coincidence that all of the ongoing 

initiatives in Florida are in areas of our state 

where institutions of higher education exist 

and are embracing this emerging industry. In 

fact, several of our colleges and universities 

are making direct connections with both 

vendors of vehicles and the agencies that may 

utilize or regulate them. 

For example, Florida Polytechnic 

University and JTA have entered into a 

memorandum of understanding to seek 

opportunities to work together on AVs and 

related technology. The ability of looking 

the education partners, while the access to 

state-of-the-art research for the operators and 

While much attention has focused on 

the use of AVs for private auto usage, there 

are multiple opportunities for autonomous/

automated vehicle applications in other 

environments such as freight movement using 

connected trucks or platooning, baggage 

handling at airports, or other applications at 

The number of partnerships, program 

developments and federal grant applications 

will continue to grow nationally. Whether it’s 

the city of Orlando’s SMART city efforts or 

the North Florida Transportation Planning 

Organization’s SMART corridor project 

known as The Bay JAX initiative with the 

city of Jacksonville, JTA, JAXChamber 

and private sector, Florida’s public partners 

are doing what’s necessary to embrace this 

emerging industry. Additionally, the private 

partners are seeking working relationships 

with their public sector counterparts, as both 

need one another. 

Florida has set the table from legislative 

and business perspectives to not only be in 

the AV game, but to take a leadership role in it.

The number of partnerships, program 

developments and federal grant applications will 

continue to grow nationally.
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